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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 BANGKO 07837 151040Z 
ACTION EA- 12 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO HA-05 10-13 CIAE-00 DODE-OO 
PM-05 H-01 INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 
SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 /091 W 

116685 152049Z/64 

R 151026Z MAR 78 
FM AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1611 
INFO AMCONSUL HONG KONG 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE 
AMCONSUL UDORN 
CINCPAC HONOLULU 

CONFIDENTIAL BANGKOK 7837 

CINCPAC ALSO FOR POLAD 

EO 11652: GDS 

TAGS: SREF, PINS, LA, TH 

SUB J : POSSIBLE PATHET LAO DEFECTORS TO THAILAND 

1 . AMERICAN JOURNALISTS HAVE REPORTEDLY CONFIRMED WITH 
INTERNAL SECURITY OPERATIONS COMMAND (TSOC) THAT 10 TO 
12 PATHET LAO SOLDIERS DEFECTED MARCH 14 FROM LAOS INTO 
LOEI PROVINCE, THAILAND. SOLDIERS SURRENDERED WEAPONS 
UPON ARRIVAL IN THAILAND. ACCORDING TO INFORMATION RPO- 
VIDED US BY JOURNALISTS, ISOC SAID THAT THE RTG WAS 
CONSIDERING REPATRIATING THE GROUP. JOURNALISTS ALSO 
CLAIM THAT THE RTG HAS TOLD THE THAI PRESS NOT RPT NOT 
TO PRINT STORY. WESTERN PRESS IS EAGERLY INVESTIGATING 
STORY AND SOME WILL PROBABLY FILE REPORTS, PARTICULARLY 
IF THE RTG IS CONSIDERING REPATRIATION. 

WHITEHOUSE 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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